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Grace Lutheran Church
Service of the Word Worship; Jesus Baptism
January 8, 2023, 10:30 a.m.

“Reflecting and Sharing Jesus Christ”

If you would like a visit from Pastor Fred, to share a prayer concern,
or have any questions about today’s service please contact the church
office.
Ministers:
Pastor:
Office Administrator:
Caretaker:
Treasurer:
Council Chairperson:

Members & Friends of Grace
Fred Schneider Home: 780-312-1776
Dorothy Schmidt Home: 780-352-0302
Tasha Mackey Home: 780-352-1468
Kathy Coroluick Home: 780-352-6990
Vivian Holtby
Home: 780-352-1246

Scripture Readings for Life of Jesus Temptations, January
15th, 2023
Gospel:

Matthew 4:1-17

Guiding Principles
Jesus is Lord
We Welcome Everyone
We Value God’s Creation
We Are Open to the Power of God
We share God’s love
Through Worship and Service
We Offer Forgiveness for All

Service of the Word Worship; Jesus Baptism
January 8th, 2023, 10:30 a.m.
Thank you for joining us in worship. We hope that you will find a
welcoming community and Christ-centered worship.
INTRODUCTION TO TODAY’S WORSHIP
In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God.
Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the
servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In
the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the
Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to
proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing.

All: We give thanks for water and celebrate the waters of
baptism!
Leader: You created water for cleansing. Raining down with steam from our
showerheads, splashing over bath toys, gathered in a sponge by the gentle
hands of a caregiver.
All: We give thanks for water and celebrate the waters of
baptism!
Leader: You created water for play. Swelling in the waves, teeming with fish,
accepting our dives and belly flops.
All: We give thanks for water and celebrate the waters of
baptism! Amen.
GATHERING SONG: ELW 305 - WHEN JESUS
CAME TO JORDAN

GREETING – Pg. 213

WELCOME
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious Jesus,
You come to be with us;
you come to stand beside us,
you wade into the waters of this world:
murky, mucky, muddy as they are.
We would stop you if we could –
stop you from meddling in our lives,
stop you from getting too close,
stop you to save your own reputation,
lest your holiness be muddied in our mess and mire.
Forgive us for all the ways we try to hold you back
and at a distance.
Thank you for diving into our waters anyway,
for taking on our stains,
and drenching us with your grace.
Teach us how to rise up and walk with you.

Let us pray.
Righteous God, you sent your son Jesus to be baptized by John in the
Jordan, so that all might hear the proclamation of your love. Make us
voices of proclamation, so that all might know of your love through our
words and our actions. We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Leader: Creator God, all water was separated and gathered by you at
creation, all water has been touched by your hands.
All: We give thanks for water and celebrate the waters of
baptism!
Leader: You created water for nourishment. Poured from the tap, served
from pitchers dripping with condensation, slurped from school water
fountains.
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CHILDREN’S TIME, SONG AND PRAYER: AS I WENT DOWN TO
THE RIVER TO PRAY
As I went down in the river to pray
Studyin' about that good ole way
And who shall wear the starry crown
Good Lord show me the way
Chorus
Oh sisters (brothers sinners) let's go down
Let's go down come on down
Oh sisters (brothers sinners) let's go down
Down in the river to pray
As I went down in the river to pray
Studyin' about that good ole way
And who shall wear the robe and crown
Good Lord show me the way (Chorus)
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As I went down in the river to pray
Studyin' about that good ole way
And who shall wear the starry crown
Good Lord show me the way (Chorus)
CCLI Song # 5029239
CCLI License # 148686

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 42:1-4
God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations.
The servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will
weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old promises have
been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations.
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I
have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He
will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised
reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will
faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he
has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – Pg. 216
GOSPEL - MATTHEW 3:13-17
Glory to you, O Lord.
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and
identified publicly as God’s child.
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.’ ” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people
of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along
the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you,
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now
the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with
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water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchable fire.” Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at
the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying,
“I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill
all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized,
just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to
him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on
him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved,with
whom I am well pleased.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
GOSPEL ACTIVITY: REMEMBERING BAPTISM
SERMON PRAYER
SERMON: BAPTISM
HYMN OF THE DAY: DOWN BY THE JORDAN
Down by the Jordan, a prophet named John was baptizing,
Preaching a message the people found bold and surprising:
"God will forgive! Show that you'll change how you live!
Surely God's new day is rising!"
There by the river, the crowd came with great expectation:
"Are you God's Chosen One, sent here to rescue our nation?"
"No!" John replied. "He who is mightier than I
Judges and offers salvation."
Jesus, you went to be baptized along with the others,
Taking your place among sinners, God's lost sons and daughters.
Then with great love, God's Spirit came as a dove!
Your work began in those waters.
Here in the Church, we are baptized and filled with God's Spirit.
Freed and forgiven, we're welcomed with joy! Can you hear it?
This is God's sign! This is how God says, "You're mine!"
Let's take the good news and share it!
Copyright © 2000 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.

CREED (ELW p. 217)
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.
Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and
minds to the new things you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors,
deacons, lay leaders, and teachers of the faith. Equip the baptized for your
reconciling and redeeming work. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism
you reveal the waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and
watersheds. Bring relief to parched lands and to communities without
access to safe water. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase
cooperation and constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local,
national, and international authorities to govern with equity, vision, and
integrity. We pray for those in military service, for peacemakers, and for
our enemies. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee
from oppression, war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers,
caregivers, first responders, counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort
those who are grieving or experiencing crisis (especially
St. Joseph’s Lutheran Church in Hay Lakes, where hearts are fearful and
constricted, grant courage and hope. Where anxiety is infectious and widening,
grant peace and reassurance. Where impossibilities close every door and window,
grant imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing
and illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings
and strengthened dreams. All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Saviour and Lord. Amen. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts
of your Spirit in your people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently
ordained, and any beginning a new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and
congregational councils to serve with imagination and wisdom. Merciful
God,
Healing God, raise up any who are bowed down with illness or sorrow.
Deepen our care and concern for one another. We lift to you all who are
undergoing transition in relationships, occupation, living situation, or health
condition (especially Rene, Nels, Samantha, Norma, Gerda, Jon, Lorraine, Erna,
Trevor, Holly, Wendy, Jordie, Martha, Elsie, Helen, Linda, Brendan, Joanne, Peggy,
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Selma, Gordon, Rene T., Raymond and Dorothy). God of grace, We also pray
for these members and friends of Grace Lutheran: Andrew, Bert, Irene,
Frank, Janice, Marjorie, Joan, and Lorraine, Lord, in your mercy.
Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We
give thanks for those who have died in Christ (especially Jean Fenske, William
Kiel, Walter Pohl, Ken Kaiser, Stella Bolton & Harold Minchau,) trusting that we
will be united with them and all the saints in Christ’s resurrection life.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and
power revealed in Christ crucified.
Amen.
OFFERING HYMN: ELW 188 - CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART
O GOD

OFFERTORY PRAYER:
Liberating God,
you break the bonds of injustice
and let the oppressed go free.
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving
for all your works of merciful power,
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior,
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER SUNG
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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BLESSING
The God who faithfully brings forth justice
and breaks the oppressor’s rod
bless, strengthen, and uphold you,
today and always.
Amen.
ANNOUCEMENTS
SENDING SONG: ELW 445 - WASH, O GOD, OUR SONS AND
DAUGHTERS

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

We ask you to pray each week for these
Members and Friends of Grace who live in
Senior’s Home Residences. They are in Peace
Hills Lodge: Frieda Day, Margaret Forth, Irene
Torgerson, Tillie Podloski, Brian Schulz; in
Madyson Manor: Connie Sherrer; in Luther
Manor: Jeanette Martinoff; in Seasons
(Wetaskiwin): Dorothy Burghardt, Erven & Norma Heinz, Rene
Thompson, Roxann Buskas, Lore Pohl; in Seasons (Camrose): Ervan &
Selma Stobbe; in Sagebrush: Erna Dux, Hilda
Dewald, Martha Miller, Frieda Minchau, Louise Schneider, Loraine
Lowen, Erna Mantai; in Long Term Care: Elsie Feldberg, Edith Grant,
Gordon Stuart, Raymond Woitt; in Camrose Bethany Meadows: Ed &
Hilda Karlo; in Wetaskiwin Hospital: Dorothy Burghardt; in
Northcott Care Centre: Nels Buskas.
Beginning January 1st, 2023 we are going to
follow the narrative lectionary and journey
through the Life of Jesus. Expect to see some
changes in the worship.
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We have started up Sunday School at Grace Lutheran
Church again. We will continue with Sunday School in
the New Year, it will be held on Contemporary Worship
Sundays. The children will be dismissed for Sunday
School after the children’s time in the service.
Children need to know the love of God. It was
promised to them at baptism. Later, they can make
their own decisions. God has already
chosen to love them. Consider helping with Sunday School in the
New Year.
WEEKLY CLEANING SCHEDULE
I will be working on the Weekly Church
Cleaning Schedule. If there is anyone who
wishes to pay for an Alternative Church
Cleaner for the year 2023 please let me know
as soon as possible. Funds for this cleaning
must be in before an Alternative Cleaner can be
scheduled. The cost is $75.00 per week. Also, if you wish to be put
on the cleaning list please let me know. When there are two people
on for cleaning it takes approximately four hours or two hours
each. I will do my best to schedule you for two consecutive weeks
in a row however if it suits your schedule better you may request
to clean twice during the year but not consecutively. Let’s get my
phone ringing. We do appreciate your willingness to help in this
important area of our church ministry. Thank you to those who
have already donated for Church Cleaning for the 2023 year.
We’re getting closer but we are getting so close just a tiny bit
short of either donations for weekly cleaning and/or volunteers
for cleaning.
Office Coordinator – Dorothy Schmidt

We are going back to Celebrating
Holy Communion every 1st and 3rd
Sundays of the Month. We may also
celebrate Holy Communion on a
Festival/Special Sunday (for
example: Thanksgiving).
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We are wanting to update our birthday and anniversary
calendars. We have noticed that there are some people whose
information we are missing and would like to have that
included going forward.If we have not acknowledged your
birthday or anniversary in the past could you please send an
email or give us a phone call with that information. Email to
office@glcw.ca or call the office @ 780-352-5121.

THIS WEEK AT GRACE: January 8th – January 15th, 2023
Today:
10:30 a.m.
Service of the Word
Monday:
9:00 p.m.
Preschool
4:30 p.m.
Policy Committee Meeting
Tuesday:
9:00 a.m.
Preschool
10:00 a.m.
Ladies Morning Out
10:00 a.m.
Red Deer Cluster for Pastor
2:30 p.m.
Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Stephen’s Ministry
Wednesday:
9:00 a.m.
Preschool
1:30 p.m.
Contemplative Prayer
7:00 p.m.
Growing in Grace Preschool
Steering Committee
Thursday:
9:00 a.m.
Preschool
4:30 p.m.
Finance Meeting
Sunday:
10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion Worship
The Church office is open Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Today’s Worship Participants:
Pastor:
Pianist:
Lector:
Usher:
Sound Booth:
Projector:
Counters:
Coffee Clean-Up:

Pastor Fred
Tammy Kennedy
Janet Forth
Connie Jensen
Jack Jensen
Brent Metzker
Lorrilyn Forth/Connie Maygard
Vivian Holtby

Next Week’s January 15th, 2023 – Worship Participants:
Pastor:
Pianist:
Lector:
Usher:
Sound Booth:
Projector:
Communion Set Up:

Communion Server:
Counters:
Coffee Clean-Up:
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Pastor Fred
Colleen McGinnis
Vivian Holtby
Rob Sperber
Carrie Schmidt
Deanna Grohn
Bernice Scholze/Lorrilyn Forth

Rhonda Brown

Bonnie Bukkems/Connie Jensen

Annie Woitt
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