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Pastor’s letter 

What is the gospel? 

The word gospel means good news.  After hearing the 

gospel of Matthew about Jesus birth, ministry, crucifixion, 

and resurrection, we are commanded with the disciples 

to go and tell the good news, making disciples, baptizing 

them, teaching all that Jesus has commanded and Jesus 

will be with us to the end of the age. 

We have examples of this gospel in the vision of Peter 

and the mission of Paul.  Peter is pushed to preach the 

good news to Cornelius, a Gentile Centurion, an outsider.  

The good news is for all.  Paul and Barnabas are sent by 

the church into Gentile territory.  Now, in May, we 

venture into the book of Romans where Paul is helping 

the Jews and Gentiles in Rome come to understand what 

it means and how to live it in their journey together. 

On the first Sunday in May, Paul introduces himself as an 

apostle set apart for the Gospel.  It is the gospel of Jesus 

incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection.  He is not 

ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God for 

salvation. 

On the second Sunday, we hear God has made us all 

righteous through God’s act of love in Jesus.  Jesus 

showed us this love by dying for us while we were 

ungodly, sinner and enemies.  It gives us peace amid our 

suffering. 

On the third Sunday, we recognize that we are connected 

to Jesus through baptism.  We are God’s children.  Since 

we are connected, his death is our death.  His 

resurrection is our resurrection.  So, we are set free.  We 

are free from the power of sin.  We are set from the fear 

of death.  We are free to live in Jesus. 

On the last Sunday, we celebrate Pentecost.  The Holy 

Spirit is poured out on all flesh.  The Spirit is actively 

working in us.  We are new creations.  We are becoming 

what God what God has called us.  All things will work out 

for good.  And nothing can separate us from God’s love. 

Now that is good news.  This is exciting.  Thanks be to 

God.  Alleluia.  Amen. 

Pastor Fred 
 

 



 
GROWING IN GRACE PRESCHOOLPROGRAM 

 
Spring is here!!!!!! – 
Grace Mountain has 
disappeared.   We 
are having our 
safety fair this year 
and also going on a 
Farm Field Trip 
again. Our year has 

been normal in so many ways – but the important things 
have remained constant – children’s smiles and laughter 
– the support from our “Grace Family” – our health.  
Please keep the Preschool in your prayers during this 
time.  
May 31, 2023 - will be the last day of preschool.  
Have a fantastic summer. See you in September. 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Betty Grayson 
 

 

 
“Reflecting and Sharing Jesus Christ” 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Financial Snapshot of Budgeted Funds 
Carry over from 2021from 2022       $6,473.67 

2023 Receipts                                   $60,129.87 
2022 Expenses (3 month)             ($77,986.62) 
YTD difference                             ($17,856.75) 

YTD to March 2023 Balance:      ($11,383.08) 
 
 

 
 

 

 

VBS - Materials have been 
ordered for VBS, which will take 
place July 18-21 (from 9:00 am 
until noon each day). 
 
Sunday School - Looking at the 

possibility of full time beginning in the 
fall.  Different programs are being looked at, based 
on the ages of children attending. 
 
Lawn care for Grace has been procured.  St. Johns 
will have previous provider looking after the 
grounds there.   
Some discussion around painting parking lot lines - 
looking at options for this to be done. 

 
New eye-level signage for the narthex bathrooms 
is being acquired and installed. 
 
Council member and others retreat held in late 
March - Three areas of focus were chosen - 
Missional Formation/Social Justice/ 
Fellowship.  Stewardship would be an ad hoc 
committee who works with Finance and Property. 
 
Carrie brought forward an event/activity list - 
looking at ways to involve the church in ministry 
happening in the community, ie:  Boys and Girls 
Club, Hope Mission Homeless Shelter or others. 
 
The need was expressed that we have a group of 
men who would be able to set up and take down 
tables and chairs when there is a function at the 
church.  Perhaps forming two committees, with 
someone responsible for contacting these 
individuals. 
 
David Ruff is training donation counters on the 
computer system being used.  Two Sundays so far 
- the program looks fairly simple.   
 
Information was shared with council concerning 
the Cemetery policy and costs for burial at St. 
Johns graveyard.  For non-members of either 
Grace, or those grandfathered in, previous to St. 
Johns becoming part of Grace:  Full Burial 
$1208, remains burial $698.   Veterans - no 
cost.  These amounts are equal to those of the City 
of Wetaskiwin.  They do not include opening and 
closing of the grave, or on-gong maintenance by 
family or designated persons. 
 
Choir has resumed practice.  Four of our former 
members have rejoined, for which we are so 
grateful.  Our practices are currently on Tuesdays 
at 4:15 pm.  We welcome all others who would 
love to sing with us or would like to join our 
worship planning committee, 
 
Janet 

 

 

 



At our last annual meeting, it 
was decided that it would be 
okay to combine the three 
budget lines of pastoral care 
worker, youth worker and 
educational coordinator 
together.  We have done some 

numbers crunching and have come up with an average of 
12 hours a week.  We are looking at the parish worker 
being able to cover areas such as education, youth and 
pastoral care.  This is a preliminary notice of intent.  If this 
sounds like an area you would like to work, please let us 
know.  Further information will be coming out shortly. 

 

We are excited to 
announce that we will 
be hosting Vacation 
Bible School this 
summer! It will take 
place at Grace July 
18, 19, 20, and 21 
from 9:00 - 12:00. 
Please contact the 
church if you are 
interested in helping 
out.  

 
In the depths of a colorful underground cave, is the 
beating heart of the hero community, the Hero 
Hotline Headquarters, where everyone’s gifts are 
valued and every hero has a role to play. 
 
Registration information coming soon! 

 

 

 
Gardening Is Good for Your Mental Health  

by  Emily Qureshi-Hurst edited from 

spiritualityhealth.com/articles 

My grandfather turned 81 this year. His life has been 

a life of rich variety, but no matter how his 

circumstances have changed over the years he has 

always held onto his love of gardening.  My grandad 

can often be found with muddy hands and a beaming 

smile, digging, planting, and weeding in his 

allotment. If asked, he will happily tell you that he 

has gardening to thank for many things—physical 

strength, and a healthy diet. Research into the 

psychological benefits of gardening has shown to 

help patients suffering from depression. 

It has long been documented that people are happier 

during a sunny summer than in the darker, colder 

seasons. Though winter can bring an emotional 

slump, the promise of spring is sweet. As the trees 

bloom and the flowers begin to poke through the soil 

after their winter slumber, a new hope and a deeper 

joy grows with them.  By stepping outside in all 

seasons, you can soak up whatever sun is there. This 

is bound to be helpful, even on the darkest days. 

Gardeners are more likely to report higher levels of 

life satisfaction than those who did not garden. They 

also reported increased zest for life, resolution and 

fortitude, congruence between desired and achieved 

goals; high physical, psychological and social self-

concept; and a happy optimistic mood. The benefits 

of growing your own food can ripple out farther than 

you might think.  Moderate movement that gardening 

requires has found to increase mental wellbeing.  

Gardening also connects us with natural cycles. This 

gives us perspective—mother nature is bigger than 

our problems, and more resilient than we can 

imagine. 

Helping a fragile seedling grow into a giant 

sunflower, or watching buds bloom into beautiful 

roses, can make you aware of the possibility of 

renewal. You do not need a lot of experience or a big 

space to reap the healing benefits of gardening. By 

helping plants to grow, you can nurture growth and 

change in yourself. For those struggling with their 

mental health, this can be a powerful message. 

Findings like these may not surprise lifelong 

gardeners like my grandfather, but they can inspire 

the rest of us to step outside, push our hands into the 

soil, and begin a journey towards a closer relationship 

with the outside world. Who knows what else might 

grow in the process?  

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.spiritualityhealth.com/authors/emily-qureshi-hurst


 
Who’s Older? 

Who’s Celebrating Anniversaries? 
 

Do you need an excuse to tell a friend that you 
are thinking of them?  If so, let these birthday and 

anniversary people know that they are on your 
minds and in your prayers.  Thank God for 

another year of grace! 
 

Did we leave you out?  If so, let us know. 
We aim to please!! 

 

May Celebrations!  

Kendra Dietz Brian Feldberg 
Pam Maygard Carson Irwin 
Mary Feldberg Kerry Brown 
Aileen Knapp Justin Wieclaw 
Nathan Sperber Avery Forth 
Logan Maygard Brian Feldberg 
Bonnie Hay Connie Jensen 
Talia Switzer Christie Moore 
Lorraine Lowen Irene Lerohl 
Mareza Seale-Funk Fallon Moore 
Alexis Bernier Jesse Cochrane 
Macie Schatschneider Maia Edlund 
Jill Snyder Jaxon Maygard 
Bruce Ganske Rene Thompson 
Danny Maygard Logan Maygard 
Selma Stobbe Gavin Switzer 
Blaine Gusdal Susan Woitt 

     Ty Forth  

                    
                   Rev. Rene & Ruby Faille 
                  Brian & Cynthia Feldberg 
                  Duncan & Rhonda Brown 
                    Dallas & Marilyn Zielke 
                  Brian & Connie Maygard 
                    Danny & Pam Maygard 
                    Casey & Christie Moore  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Student Summer Positions 
 
 

 Summer Day Camp Worker  
 Garden Worker 
 Under the age of 30 
 $15/Hour with 40 hours a week 
 8am to 4pm Monday to Friday 

 June 24
th

 to August 19
th

  
 

 
 

Here is our Hope 

Mission April update. 

 If you, or someone you 

know, is looking for 

work, we are hiring. I have attached a job 

description for our Shelter Intake position. 

Please share it with those you know.  

We launched a new service in March. We have 

a Rescue Van on the road!! The HM Rescue 

Van will be used to respond to calls from the 

community, when there are people loitering 

and/ or inebriated in public places. In our 

opening two weeks, we have responded to 31 

calls for support. We will offer the person, or 

persons, transportation away from the area. 

We can offer the people a ride to the 

Emergency Shelter, or to a more appropriate 

location. The Rescue Van will also be used to 

pick clients up from RCMP and EMS, when a 

client does not need to be incarcerated, or sent 

to the hospital.  Often, the people in these 

situations need assistance, and could benefit 



from a meal, or transportation to our shelter 

for a rest.  

To receive assistance from the HM Rescue 

Van call 587-338-1029.  

With the warmer weather, the 24/7 

Emergency Shelter numbers have jumped 

around in March. The numbers have peaked 

at 48 people staying overnight, and were as  

low as 18 guests. We have noticed a lot of new 

faces at the shelter. So far, since our opening, 

we have had over 320 unique individuals stay 

in the shelter overnight. Along with the 

shelter beds, our facility offers nursing care, a 

day warming space, all day bag lunches, 

access to washrooms & showers, and laundry 

services. We also serve a hot meal at 5 pm 

every evening, prepared by our partner, 

Huckleberry’s Café. We are serving over 75 

bagged lunches and hot meals every day. You 

do not have to stay overnight to benefit from 

our many services.   

We are excited to start taking on volunteers at 

the 24/7 Emergency Shelter. Please contact 

our Shelter Coordinator, Paul Brisebois, for 

more information - 

Paul.Brisebois@hopemission.com  

We are accepting donations at the shelter. You 

can drop them off anytime at the shelter. With 

spring and summer coming, here are a list of 

items you can donate: 

T shirts – shorts – sandals – hats – sunscreen 

- bug spray – backpacks – socks – underwear - 

personal hygiene products (tooth brushes, 

tooth paste, hair brushes or combs, hair ties, 

etc.) - colouring books - art supplies 

In addition, Hope Mission offers addiction 

recovery programs in Edmonton for men and 

women. We have referred 15 men into our 

Breakout program, and two woman to our 

Wellsprings program. There are 6 men 

currently in  Breakout. We do not have any 

women residing at Wellspring. We have two 

men who have been in the Breakout program 

over 4 months, one has made the 3 month 

mark, and another is over 50 days clean. It is 

very exciting to see the transformation and 

restoration that is happening. I am travelling 

to Edmonton once a week to support our 

community members in Breakout. We are 

working with other Wetaskiwin agencies, so 

our community members can access other 

recovery programs. We also will be referring 

people to a new recovery program that is 

opening soon. The Red Deer Recovery 

Community will start the intake process in 

April. We have 7 men from our shelter on the 

intake list, and 4 of these men were in 

Breakout before. Once people start the process 

of recovery, they often stay on the path to 

sobriety. They never think the same after 

taking steps towards recovery. 

If you, or your organization, would like to hear 

more about our current shelter, and the long 

term vision we have for a permanent facility, 

please contact me.  

Thank you for your continued support.  

God bless you!!  

In Spirit, 

 

Rev. Kelly Row 

Chaplain 

Wetaskiwin 
 

Cell: 403.304.5189 

Email: kelly.row@hopemission.com  

Website: https://hopemission.com/wetaskiwin/ 

Serving and Caring for People in Need since 1929 

 
 

 
 

Choir practices have resumed at a new time, 

Tuesdays at 4:15.  Come join our group of 

enthusiastic singers and  

“Sing to the Lord a New Song 
 

mailto:Paul.Brisebois@hopemission.com
mailto:kelly.row@hopemission.com
https://hopemission.com/wetaskiwin/


 

Hi,   

 

I am into my 3rd year as the 

Treasurer for our Church. It 

has been a busy and 

rewarding time!   I have informed Church 

Council that I would like to try retirement, 

again. 
 

 

The work-from-home position of Treasurer is 

part-time.  It's an opportunity to work with a 

great group of supportive people on the 

Finance Committee, Church Council, staff and 

congregation.   
 

Are you interested in our church's finances, 

enjoy working on a computer and like 

numbers?   

If you are interested in being trained to be our 

Treasurer, give me a call at (780)361-9344. I 

will gladly explain details of the position and 

answer all of your questions. 
 

Wishing you God's blessings as you 

prayerfully consider this opportunity, 
 

Kathy Coroluick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the link to the application page: 

https://www.mulhurstcamp.ca/hiring 
 

 

 

 
 

 

But God shows his for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.   

Romans 5:8 

https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=5633faa1ac&e=91bb2629cf

