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The Life of Jesus
It is important to know the
story. The beginning, the
end, and the overall arc of
the story. For the longest of
time, we have followed the revised common
lectionary. It did somewhat of a good job but
because of the themes of the liturgical seasons, we
often jump around. For instance, we have baptism in
Epiphany but the temptation, the next act in Jesus’
life, appears in Lent.
What if we took the chronological order of Jesus life
and applied it to our lives. What similarities might we
find? What differences?
The purpose of the Narrative Lectionary is to increase
biblical literacy in worshippers. The Narrative
Lectionary started in September with the focus on
the Old Testament from creation to the story of
Jesus. We will start with the Life of Jesus in January
to give you and I a chance to prepare for the change.
I look forward to hearing some feedback at the
annual meeting. The narrative lectionary helps us to
see the interconnectedness between the previous
Sunday’s lesson and the coming Sunday’s lesson.
So, in our first week in January, after celebrating the
birth of Jesus in December, we have the genealogy of
Jesus. We all have family trees. We came from
somewhere. Where we come from says a bit about
us. Where do we come from? Who are we?

The next Sunday is baptism of Jesus. All gospels
record the baptism of Jesus. Baptism is near the
beginning. It is a good place to start. What does the
baptism say about us? Why is it so important to start
with baptism?
The following Sunday is the temptation. After Jesus’
baptism, the spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be
tempted. Why? Why temptation after baptism? How
does it coincide with your life?
After Jesus temptation, Jesus begins his public
ministry. He taught. In Matthew, his teaching quite
prominently begins with the Sermon on the Mount.
The Sermon on the Mount begins with the
Beatitudes. Jesus appears to be like a second Moses
bringing us Gods word from the mountain.
And finally, we have prayer. Jesus relied on prayer.
Jesus taught us prayer. Prayer helps us to handle life.
Come join us in the life of Jesus in January.
Pastor Fred
Here are some links for you to look up that are
part of the narrative lectionary that Pastor Fred
is sharing from the pulpit for the next while.
https://www.workingpreacher.org/wpcontent/uploads/2022/02/narrative_lectionary_m
atthew_2022-23.pdf
https://spiritandtruthpublishing.com/narrativelectionary/

Who's Older?
Who's Celebrating Anniversaries?
Do you need an excuse to tell a friend that you
are thinking of them? If so, let these birthday and
anniversary people know that they are on your
minds and in your prayers. Thank God for another
year of grace!
Did we leave you out? If so, let us know.

ANNUAL MEETING FOR GRACE LUTHERAN
CHURCH JANUARY 29, 2023.
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IS @ 10:30
A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL WILL BE AFTER CHILDREN’S
TIME IN SERVICE
POTLUCK TO FOLLOW THE SERVICE @ 11:45 A.M.
ANNUAL MEETING STARTS @ 1:00 P.M.

Kjel Gusdal

Brendan Scorah

Tony Green

Heather Green

Don Bolstad

Caden Maplethorpe

Lorne Hagstrom
Lori Cochrane
Kelly Orchard
Braden Monaghan
Luke Schmidt
Lionel Williams
Dustin Cochrane
Braedyn Mardy
Vera Feldberg

Johnathan Neufeld
Rebecca Podloski
Kerry Hagstrom
Percy Fader
Curtis Zablocki
Inez Bolstad
Bonnie Trommelen
Rosalie Gregg
Avery Halter

You should be receiving Grace Lutheran
Annual reports two Sunday services before the
annual meeting.
We would like to strongly encourage all
members to attend the annual meeting. We, as
church, are bound by the constitution and the
motions of the annual meeting. This is your
church. We want to hear your voice.
We would like to encourage all members to
attend in-person. It is easier to move smoothly
through the meeting if everyone is there in person.
Technology and distancing can cause
communication problems.
However, if you cannot be there in person,
you can attend it via Zoom. If you have access to
computer, laptop, or smart phone, you can attend
it online. We will be giving out the link and
passcode. We would rather hear from you than
not. You are important.
We also need to make quorum in order to
have an annual meeting. So either way, we would
love to see you there in person or on the screen via
zoom.

If you haven’t done so
yet please send reports
to office@glcw.ca
ASAP.
Wayne & Carolyn Wait
Doug & Wendy Neufeld

How to Set Faithful New
Year’s Resolutions

Taken and edited from
https://muddlingthroughagain.com/newyears-resolutions-christians/
You’re more likely to keep a New Year’s
resolution that you make for yourself and your
relationship with God. One reason people fail to
follow through with their New Year’s resolutions
is their lack of intrinsic motivation. You won’t
truly pursue a goal that meets someone else’s
expectations.
The following guidelines will help you:
1) Pray Ask God for guidance. Ask God to reveal
God’s will for you.
2) Assess the Previous Year Did you set any
spiritual goals last year? Were they too lofty, or
did they challenge you just right? We are all
sinners. None of us live up to the perfect
example of Christ our savior. Every evening, I
ask God to forgive my sins, and I ask God to help
me with my weaknesses. The next morning, I
start the day anew. A new year is like this too, in
a big picture way. Instead of focusing on our
daily failures, let’s look at an entire year of
spiritual growth.
3) Be Realistic Faith that God will help you is
good. You should determine reasonable
resolutions. Otherwise you might give up trying
to achieve the impossible.

encourage one another and build up each other,
as indeed you are doing
7) Forgive Yourself to err is human; to forgive,
divine. Not only are we all sinners, we are all
prone to mistakes. You will not perfectly achieve
every single action step. Some days, sin will
cause your failure. Other days, human error or
unexpected circumstances will prevent your
goals. None of that means you have failed your
New Year’s resolution. Forgive yourself. Don’t
allow a single bad day derail your entire year.

LADIES’ MORNING OUT
Ladies’ Morning Out meets
Tuesday mornings at 10:00
a.m. in the Youth Room. New
members are always welcome. You are welcome to join
this growing group!

2022 FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT of
BUDGETED FUNDS
Carry over from 2021 from 2021 $36,046.90
2022 Receipts
$186,317.41
2022 Expenses (11 mths)
($222,381.51)
YTD difference
($36,064.10)
YTD to November 2022 Balance:
($17.20)
GROWING IN GRACE PRESCHOOL PROGRAM

5) Add Action Steps Action steps will help you
achieve your overall resolution. What are all the
little goals that add up to your resolution? Use
the SMART system to create action steps.
Specific. Measurable. Attainable. Relevant.
Time-sensitive

Happy New Year everyone! We were so
happy to present a “mini” Christmas
concert to our parents this year.
Christmas presents made and delivered
and the warm feeling of your support for our Preschool
in our hearts. Thank you to everyone who”helper out”
during our “changed” preschool routine.
January will see the Preschool full of snowmen and feel
free to stop in and be part of the fun. Hopefully we will
be able to play on”Grace Mountain” if it doesn’t melt.
Our wish for all of you is the 2022 brings you good
health and happiness so…”Be your authentic self. Live
compassionately. Dance wherever you can. Sing boldly.
Embrace your spirit. Cultivate lasting friendships.
LISTEN, FORGIVE, LAUGH A LOT!!”

6) Find an Accountability Partner - The
Bible reminds us to help one another. Therefore

Yours in Christ,
Betty Grayson

4) Choose a Resolution That Glorifies God
What is your motivation? Why is your heart
leading you to this resolution? Your motivation
should be to glorify God.

CHURCH COUNCIL
“HIGHLIGHTS” FOR
DEC 2022

 Council met Dec 14 evening.
 Church Banner Hanging System was built
and installed in the Advent Room. A huge
Thank You goes out to Vivian Holtby, Ron
Monaghan & any other helping hands that
assisted in this project.
 Organ/piano worship accompanists
arranged: Colleen McGinnis - Communion
Sundays; Tammy Kennedy - Service of the
Word Sundays; Marlene Thompson Contemporary Sunday services.
 Nomination Committee has reached out to
some of our confirmed congregation
members to consider serving on Council for
either a 2 or 3 year term. A special thank
you to those who have agreed to let their
name stand and encourage those who are
uncertain to prayerfully consider doing so.
 Some replacement year end
auditor/reviewers of our church financial
records are needed. If this is one of your
‘special gifts’ or if you have a willingness to
learn and help with this annual task please
contact our council chairperson.
 As of Jan 1/23 our church treasurer contract
wage will be increased from $500 to
$750/mo. to compensate that person for all
of the actual work hours required in that
role.
 Finance Ministry Team with Council’s input
and agreement developed the 2023 proposed
Budget. This will be posted in the AGM
booklet (available by/on Jan. 15) and
presented at the church’s AGM in late Jan
for the congregation’s consideration.
 Please mark Jan. 29/23 on your calendars:
10:30 am Sunday Church Service; 11:45 am
Potluck Lunch; 1:00 pm Annual General
Meeting. Council is encouraging in-person
attendance in addition to offering Zoom online attendance. We look forward to
gathering with you all for this important
event. (We need to establish quorum of 36

confirmed members of GLC in order to
conduct our AGM).
 In the near future under Pastor Fred’s
guidance, we will begin exploring the
‘Narrative Lectionary’ and its use. More to
follow.
 Next Council Meeting: Jan. 19/23.

Our food Bank Sunday is on
the first Sunday of every
month. However you may
bring non-perishable goods for
the Food Bank on any Sunday
or any day of the week during
office hours. Frank & Janice Lockhart keep an eye
on our Food Bank container and when it is almost
full they make a delivery to the Salvation Army.
Thank you for your generous donations as they are
very much appreciated by those in need.

We want to thank Carrie Schmidt for
all the help by delivering the
Christmas cards and gifts to those
over 90 years old.

Thank you to each of you that contributed by
volunteering your time and talents in any way
throughout this past year in the various
ministries in the church. It is always so good to
hear people being willing to volunteer for all
these positions. May 2023 be a blessed year
ahead for each of you!

The Snow has arrived. For safety
reasons the snow needs to be cleaned
off of our sidewalks…so if you are
walking by, driving by, could you
please stop and shovel some or part
of sidewalk. Our faithful sidewalk
cleaners are no longer able to do it.
Some of the people that have been coming by to shovel
probably shouldn’t due to physical ailments. Thank you to
Ron Monaghan whom we have seen out there several
times already this winter in helping with clearing the snow
off of our sidewalks.

