SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

2

3

4

7:00 p.m. Men’s Night

10:00 a.m. Ladies Morning Out
11:30 a.m. Staff Meeting

1:30 p.m. Contemplative Prayer

Life of Jesus - Geneology
8

9

10

11

12

10:30 a.m. Service of the Word
11:30 a.m. Fellowship & Coffee

9:00 a.m. Preschool Class
4:30 p.m. Policy Team Meeting

9:00 a.m. Preschool Class
10:00 a.m. Ladies Morning Out
10:00 a.m. Zoom Cluster for Pastor
11:30 a.m. Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. Stephen’s Ministry

9:00 a.m. Preschool Class
1:30 p.m. Contemplative Prayer
7:00 p.m. Growing in Grace
Preschool Steering Committee

9:00 a.m. Preschool Class
4:30 p.m. Finance Meeting

16

17

18

19

9:00 a.m. Preschool Class
7:00 p.m. Men’s Night

9:00 a.m. Preschool Class
10:00 a.m. Ladies Morning Out
11:30 a.m. Staff Meeting
1:00 p.m. Sagebrush Worship
7:00 p.m. Stephen’s Ministry

9:00 a.m. Preschool Class
1:30 p.m. Peace Hills Worship
2:30 p.m. Contemplative Prayer

9:00 a.m. Preschool Class
10:00 a.m. Good Shepherd Worship
7:00 p.m. Council Meeting

February Parish Pump
Deadline
26

1
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion
Worship

5

FRIDAY
6

SATURDAY
7
Church Cleaning
Alternate cleaning paid by:
Frieda Minchau

11:30 a.m. Fellowship & Coffee

13

14
Church Cleaning
Alternate cleaning paid by:
Frieda Minchau

Life of Jesus- Baptism
15
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion
Worship
11:30 Fellowship & Coffee

Life of Jesus - Temptations
22

23

24

25

10:30 a.m. Service of the Word
11:30 Fellowship & Coffee

9:00 a.m. Preschool Class

9:00 a.m. Preschool Class
10:00 a.m. Ladies Morning Out
10:00 a.m. Zoom Cluster for Pastor
11:30 a.m. Staff Meeting
2:00 p.m. Season’s Worship
3:30 p.m. Band Practice
7:00 p.m. Stephen’s Ministry

9:00a.m. Preschool Class
1:30 p.m. Contemplative Prayer
3:30 p.m. Band Practice

29

30

31

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service
& Sunday School
11:30 Fellowship & Coffee
1:00 p.m. Annual Meeting

9:00 a.m. Preschool Class

9:00 a.m. Preschool Class
10:00 a.m. Ladies Morning Out

Life of Jesus - Beatitudes

20

21
Church Cleaning
Alternate cleaning paid by:
Jack & Connie Jensen

27

9:00 a.m. Preschool Class

Pastor’s Study Conference in Canmore, AB. Jan. 30 – Feb. 2, 2023

Life of Jesus - Prayer

Grace Lutheran Church, 4218 -56 Avenue, Wetaskiwin, Alberta T9A 2W3 (780) 352-5121; Fax: (780) 352-0063; Pastor Fred Schneider

28
Church Cleaning
Alternate cleaning paid by:
Frieda Minchau

January 2023 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders

Dear Beloved of God –
“In the time of King Herod…,” that’s how the story begins.
“In the time of King Herod….” He built monumental structures including the Second Jewish Temple, the mountaintop palace at Masada and the palatial Herodium complex whose desert palace included a grand
residence, a theater and large pools, baths, and gardens. When his position was seemingly threatened, he did not hesitate for a second but had his wife killed and at least two of his sons.
“In the time of King Herod….” He dominates the story. Of the twelve verses of the Epiphany Gospel, Matthew 2:1-12, he controls the action in ten of them. He rules a world dominated by his authority, his power,
his ruthlessness.
King Herod so rules over the world, over this story, that it would be easy to miss the good news of the birth of an infant for it is almost buried, almost hidden, almost veiled in the reality dominated by Herod.
It is no wonder then that he, and all of Jerusalem with him, are stunned by the arrival of foreigners from the East who come to Jerusalem wishing to pay tribute to a “child who has been born king of the Jews.” It
frightens him, and all Jerusalem and he moves quickly to control, to assess, to dominate calling the religious leaders together and then secretly meeting the visitors.
And later we will learn that Herod had been fooled by these wise foreigners – fooled but not beaten. He fights back as cruelty does and has all the infants slaughtered.
“In the time of King Herod….”
This is not an easy, gentle story – but the gospel writer, Matthew’s witness, does not shy away from recognizing that the good news of Jesus – of the birth of the Christ-child, “the king of the Jews” is surrounded
by, it is immersed in, harsh reality. And that beneath this reality as defined by Herod – almost hidden, almost veiled – is the truth.
Foreigners arrive in Jerusalem with wealth to place at feet of an infant. And, in this act of homage, they become the first to see what God is up to in the birth of this child. An epiphany which means something like
manifestation, or unveiling, or revealing the truth. That the steadfast love of God is met in the flesh and blood of Jesus, born of Mary and that it is veiled, revealed in weakness, hidden in poverty, seen in
helplessness.
The gospel writer’s witness invites us to see that the epiphany is not obvious. Rather, it is fragile, tenuous, dreamlike, as vulnerable as an unnoticed baby in a god-forsaken little village, witnessed to by foreigners,
in a land ruled by Herod.
And this is where we find ourselves. For if we are to be a people who seek to be disciples of Jesus Christ, “in the time of King Herod,” then we are invited to see God at work in the hidden, veiled, fragile, tenuous,
vulnerable, weak, poor; in people and places and events one would hardly notice at all.
For what child is this whose epiphany is so quiet, so unobtrusive, little more than a whisper and yet this one is known, is revealed in the sharing of a little piece of bread and a sip of wine?
For what child is this whose epiphany is so fragile, so veiled, in a village fifteen kilometers from the center of power in Jerusalem and yet this one is baptized, and we are ourselves, baptized in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, are named and claimed children of God?
For what child is this whose birth in a manger is witnessed hardly at all, and who is killed on a cross, arms flung wide open embracing the whole world. A story from start to finish surrounded by loss and grief and
yet a story that ends in surprising, new life?
“In the time of King Herod….” And soon this family will be running to Egypt.
God give us eyes, new eyes, to see You at work among us. And then nurtured in the water and the Word of our baptism, nourished in the communion meal, and upheld in community move us to action for the
fragile, tenuous, vulnerable, weak, poor.
In Christ Jesus –
Shalom, +Larry

